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Mantas Vilys
HoCare Project Manager

Mantas Vilys — director at Lithuanian Innovation Centre and professor at Vilnius
Gediminas Technical University. Holds PhD in Business and Administration. Has
extensive experience with, and knowledge of development and implementation of
innovation and internationalization support services to SMEs and research
laboratories, such as transnational technology transfer, innovation advisory services,
innovation capacity building. He has also participated in recent European-wide
innovation support initiatives (member at “Horizon 2020 dedicated Expert Advisory
Group on Innovation in SMEs” etc.) and hence, contributed to innovation
development at European level. His extensive Lithuanian and international expertise
makes him not only an expert in development of innovation support mechanisms — he
has good experience and skills in project management and project portfolio
management (more than 20 national and international innovation development and
operational support projects funded by international or domestic programmes).

Edgaras Leichteris
HoCare Project expert

Edgaras Leichteris is an expert in Lithuanian innovation centre. He has more than 10
years of experience in facilitating debates between different stakeholders from
science, business, government and civil society organizations. He was also one of the
facilitators in debates about Lithuanian smart specialization priorities. His research
interests are: innovation systems, science and technology parks, collective
intelligence, technology assessment and future foresights. Public speaker. Also the
CEO of Lithuanian robotics association, board member of Lithuanian board of progress
and Knowledge economy forum, expert in various working groups and evaluations.

Sigitas Besagirskas
President of Vilnius Industry and Business association

Sigitas Besagirskas - president of Vilnius Industry and Business association, adviser of
Director of Lithuanian Retired People Union “Bociai”. During 2012-2016 he initiated
two projects to adapt workplaces for retired people as the main purpose. Sigitas
actively advocates the idea that the employee shortage problem should be solved not
only by an import of employees but also by pensioner involvement in the labour
market. Being a member of the Board of business companies, he successfully showed
that this idea brings real benefits.
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Henrika Varniené
Acting director of ‘Lithuanian disability forum’

Henrika Varniené is acting director of ‘Lithuanian disability forum’. The
Association ‘Lithuanian Disability forum’ (hereinafter LDF) — the Lithuanian
Umbrella organization for Disability Organisations was founded in 2001. LDF is
the biggest platform of organizations in Lithuania representing about 300 000
Lithuanian people with disabilities and their families. At the moment it has 15
national member organisations. Main aims of LDF are to advocate for human
and civil rights of Lithuanian people with various disabilities and to participate
in forming social policy. At the moment LDF focuses on the following priority
areas: deinstitutionalisation, accessibility, inclusive education and independent
living in community with the necessary assistance, social entrepreneurship and
etc.

Jonas Varkalys
Member of the Seimas

Jonas Varkalys is the Member of the Seimas. From 2000 till 2011 he was a
member of the Plunge District Municipal Council. From 2014 J.Varkalys is
member of the Committee on Social Affairs and Labour. J.Varkalys belongs to
the inter-parliamentary relations groups with the Republic of Kazakhstan, UK,
Northern Ireland and Ukraine. J.Varkalys was the long time president of the
Plungé Union of Industrialists.




